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L'Uomo Qualunque, The Common
Man, from which sprang the Uomo
Qualunque movement. Of fascist
tendency, the party won 30 seats
in. the general election of 1946,
but had disappeared as an entity
by 1948, when Giannini himself
failed to secure election.

Giant. Abnormally tall human
being. The Greek word giga*
denoted primarily manlike beings
of monstrous size, either wholly
mythical, such as Briareus, OT
reminiscent of traditional over-
sized races, such as Polyphemus.
Similar 0,T. traditions attach to
the Anakim and Rephaim, tall
non-Semitic peoples who occupied
Palestine before the Israelite im-
migration. Og, king of Bashan,
and Goliath of Gath, who according
to Josephus was 8 ft. 9 ins. high,
were of Rephaite blood.

European folklore is much con-
cerned with stories of giants such
as Blunderbore and Grim. It
attributed to their activities such
natural formations as the Giant's
Causeway and the Giant's Kettle,
with megalithio structures such as
Dutch Hunnel-bedden.

Classical and medieval tradition
have been brought to the touch-
stone of fact by measured records
of giants in modern times. The
tallest races, pre-eminently the
Patagonians and the Galloway
Scots, who are normally 5 ft. 10 ins.,
seldom reach 6 ft. 4 ins. The
conventional limit of spectacular
giantism is 7ft. The Royal College
of Surgeons in London possesses
the skeleton, 7 ft. 9 ins. long, of
O'Brien Charles Byrne, the 18th
century Irish giant. His con-
temporary Patrick Cottar, whose
skeleton was exhumed at Bristol
in 1909, was shown to have been
7 ft. 10 ins.; the skeleton of
Cornelius MacGrath, now in Dub-
lin, is 7 ft. 9 ins. long. The tallest
authentic measurement was the
9 ft. 3 ins. of the Russian Machnov;
the same height was attributed to
John Middleton, of Hale, Lanes,
introduced to James I in 1620. See
Dwarf; consult also Giants and
Dwarfs, E. J. Wood, 1868.

Giant Panda. Animal dis-
covered by Pere David of the
Lazarist Missionary Society in
the bamboo jungles of W. China in
thewinteroflSGS-eO. TheLondon
Zoo's first specimen (a female
named Ming) arrived in the 1930s
and died 1944. Another, called
Lien Ho (Unity), was exhibited
from 1946 till its death in 1950
when it was found to be a male.
Their appearance and behaviour
fx>ok the public fancy, and models
r-ad pictures were made. The giant

Giant  Panda.    Specimen o! this

animal captured in Tibet and sent

to an American zoo

panda is white, with black paws,
a black saddle, black ears, and a
black patch round each eye.

The use of the name panda for
the animal is most questionable.
There is a well-known genus,
Ailuropus, containing the species
A. fulgens, which is reddish in
colour, a little like a fox with a
very bushy tail and special paws.
It lives in the Himalayas and has
long been known as a panda.
This animal has woolly soles to its
paws and its five digits are rather
forward so that none is at all
opposable. As the new discovery
was similar in some details, the
name panda was used with the
prefix Giant. The generic name
Ailuropoda was coined for it, with
the specific name melanoleuca,
black-and-white.

Though the bearliko ap-
pearance of the giant panda
is at once obvious, zoologists
now agree that it is not a
bear, and the peculiarity of its
paws is taken by many to place
it not far from the true panda.
The giant panda has developed a
most odd modification of the

GIANT'S   CAUSEWAY

palm of its f orepaw. There is a pad
of flesh on to which all the digits
are folded back when its food, the
bamboo cane, is grasped. This
enables the creature to hold the
cane so as to give an impression
that it is using a thumb, while the
thumb is actually lying with the
fingers round the cane. A scent
pad, protected by the tail and
probably of sexual significance,
is found in the giant panda as in
the true panda; it is not found
in the bears. The giant panda is
a vegetarian, can climb, sleeps in
trees as well as in caves, is about
half the size of a grizzly bear, is
very hardy, and lives above the
winter snow line in the Himalayas,
Upper Burma, and the Chinese
provinces of Yunnan and Szechwan.
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Giant's Causeway. Promon-
tory of columnar basalt lava of the
Tertiary age on the N. coast of co.
Antrim, N. Ireland. It consists
of some 40,000 closely packed
polygonal pillars, the pentagonal
and hexagonal formations largely
predominating. The causeway is
H m- N. of Bushmills and is
divided by " whin dykes" into
three natural platforms known as
the Little Causeway, the Middle or
Honeycomb Causeway, and the
Grand Causeway. The pillars,
15 to 20 ins. diaxn., each consist
of several joints, concave and con-
vex at the extremities, which fit
perfectly into one another. The
peculiar formation of the columns
is ascribed to the cooling and crack-
ing of the lava. It is seen similarly
at Fingal's Cave, Hebrides.

The neighbouring cliffs exhibit
several remarkable features, such
as the Wishing Chair, Lady's Fan,
Giant's Loom, and Giant's Organ,
with pillars like organ pipes.

Giant's Causeway.   Remarkable formation ol basalt rook columns on the
north coast of co. Antrim. Northern Ireland